Isaiah 58:10 “And if you
give yourself to the
hungry, and satisfy the
desire of the afflicted,
then your light will rise
in the darkness and
your gloom will become
like midday.”

Acts 10:38 “You know of
Jesus of Nazareth, how
God anointed Him with
the Holy Spirit and with

power, and how He went
about doing good, and

healing all who were
oppressed by the devil;
for God was with Him.”

Romans 5:5b “the love
of God has been poured
out within our hearts
through the Holy Spirit
who was given to us.”

*All scripture taken from NASB

about it; however, because people tend to be reli-
gious and appreciate being treated kindly as a
human being (not neglected like trash as they’re
often viewed) they take time from their daily grind
to attend an evangelistic Christmas party spon-
sored by ACTION held in partnership with a local
church or agency. The parties a lot of fun with lots
of food, games, gifts, singing, decorations, new
friends—and because they’re evangelistic—the
Gospel is shared through a relevant message from
the Bible.

Even though this is a joyful ministry we take it
very seriously because we want to seize this sea-
sonal opportunity to share with people the Reason
for the season—]esus Christ—and give each one an
opportunity to know Him personally. Last year we
had 74 parties in penal institutions, the mountains,
along the sea-shore, the streets and squatter com-
munities with 4,430 adults and children attending
with 4,043 indicating they trusted Christ as Savior.
The cost was $14,169US which the Lord provided
through His people world-wide. We partnered with
33 churches and 12 evangelical agencies all around
Metro Manila and several other cities and towns so
you can imagine there’s a lot of preparation and
prayer that goes into this ministry. We start fund-
raising in September and gathering people for
prayer and planning in October with parties start-
ing in early December running into January if we
have funds. The average cost per person to attend a
party is $3.50 for which we trust the Lord so prayer-
fully consider sending a gift to the nearest ACTION
office to help sponsor this significant Gospel out-
reach. But more importantly ask the Lord to bless
this outreach as it sets up on-going ministry for
coming months in places like Ober the Bakod.

While we have epportunity, we do good i Jesus’ name
One of the major ministries of ACTION Philippines
is providing relief aid to victims of fire, floods, mud-
slides, earthquakes and volcanos which is done on
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alarge scale but also helping poor individuals with
a personal crisis such as illness or accident.

We’ve been actively involved in this work since
June 1991 when Mt Pinatubo erupted causing lots
of damage, death and grief in central Luzon. Over
the years we've developed a reputation of being re-
sponsive when people call for help and we do so as
quickly as possible without red-tape or fanfare as
we have funds. We work in close coordination with
pastors located in the disaster zone as well as local
government officials if the relief operation is on a
large scale and if we're helping an individual, a pas-
tor who knows the person, who will provide per-
sonal ministry. Our goal is to have pastors and
their churches in the front while we’re supporting
them from behind as they assist their communities
and neighbors. We want their witness for Christ to
be enhanced in their community.

On August 28 we provided kitchen ware (as re-
quested) and rice to 300 families washed out by Ty-
phoon Morakot which pummeled northern
Zambales Province in early August as well as Tai-
wan. [ received a call from a long-time pastor friend
located in southern Zambales (we first meet each
other in ‘91 during our Pinatubo relief days) a few
weeks ago requesting aid on behalf of his pastor col-
leagues to the north. We were delayed in our re-
sponse due to our scheduled street children camp
but after camp and receiving a couple large dona-
tions for this purpose we sent two truck loads of re-
lief supplies to the pastors in the disaster zone. They
secured and set-up the venue, selected the recipi-
ents, organized the distribution, a member of our
team gave a meaningful Bible message and now the
host churches are following up the families.

The foundation of our relief ministry is Gala-
tians 6:9-10. We do this vital ministry of compas-
sion in the name of Jesus Christ but we don’t force
people to listen to the Gospel or manipulate them
into trusting Christ. We simply say to people Jesus
loves them therefore we do too and that’s why we
genuinely care for them. Many respond to Christ
and I know of at least three churches in recent
years that have been planted as a direct result of
this ministry.

We've beew to. Camp

In July and August we had evangelistic camps for
15-18 year old street boys and girls from around
Metro Manila at Camp Jabez located about two
hours south of Manila. The camps were done in co-
operation with several partner churches and agen-
cies who work with street kids so they’ve been a
huge boost to their ministries and great for build-
ing partnerships among everyone. We specifically
targeted the older street kids since very few min-
ister to them because they’re glue and solvent snif-
fers, thieves, hard-headed and don’t listen,
trouble-makers, sexually active, not adoptable or
cute and too old for the typical center-type min-






