
about it; however, because people tend to be reli-gious and appreciate being treated kindly as ahuman being (not neglected like trash as they’reoften viewed) they take time from their daily grindto attend an evangelistic Christmas party spon-sored by ACTION held in partnership with a localchurch or agency. The parties a lot of fun with lotsof food, games, gifts, singing, decorations, newfriends—and because they’re evangelistic—theGospel is shared through a relevant message fromthe Bible.Even though this is a joyful ministry we take itvery seriously because we want to seize this sea-sonal opportunity to share with people the Reasonfor the season—Jesus Christ—and give each one anopportunity to know Him personally. Last year wehad 74 parties in penal institutions, themountains,along the sea-shore, the streets and squatter com-munities with 4,430 adults and children attendingwith 4,043 indicating they trusted Christ as Savior.The cost was $14,169US which the Lord providedthroughHis peopleworld-wide.We partneredwith33 churches and 12 evangelical agencies all aroundMetroManila and several other cities and towns soyou can imagine there’s a lot of preparation andprayer that goes into this ministry. We start fund-raising in September and gathering people forprayer and planning in October with parties start-ing in early December running into January if wehave funds. The average cost per person to attend aparty is $3.50 forwhichwe trust the Lord so prayer-fully consider sending a gift to the nearest ACTIONofJice to help sponsor this signiJicant Gospel out-reach. But more importantly ask the Lord to blessthis outreach as it sets up on-going ministry forcoming months in places like Ober the Bakod.
While we have opportunity, we do good in Jesus’ nameOne of the major ministries of ACTION Philippinesis providing relief aid to victims of Jire, Jloods, mud-slides, earthquakes and volcanos which is done on

a large scale but also helping poor individuals witha personal crisis such as illness or accident.We’ve been actively involved in this work sinceJune 1991 when Mt Pinatubo erupted causing lotsof damage, death and grief in central Luzon. Overthe yearswe’ve developed a reputation of being re-sponsive when people call for help andwe do so asquickly as possible without red-tape or fanfare aswe have funds.Wework in close coordinationwithpastors located in the disaster zone as well as localgovernment ofJicials if the relief operation is on alarge scale and if we’re helping an individual, a pas-tor who knows the person, who will provide per-sonal ministry. Our goal is to have pastors andtheir churches in the front while we’re supportingthem from behind as they assist their communitiesand neighbors. We want their witness for Christ tobe enhanced in their community.On August 28 we provided kitchen ware (as re-quested) and rice to 300 familieswashed out by Ty-phoon Morakot which pummeled northernZambales Province in early August as well as Tai-wan. I received a call from a long-time pastor friendlocated in southern Zambales (we Jirst meet eachother in ‘91 during our Pinatubo relief days) a fewweeks ago requesting aid on behalf of his pastor col-leagues to the north. We were delayed in our re-sponse due to our scheduled street children campbut after camp and receiving a couple large dona-tions for this purposewe sent two truck loads of re-lief supplies to the pastors in the disaster zone. Theysecured and set-up the venue, selected the recipi-ents, organized the distribution, a member of ourteam gave ameaningful Biblemessage and now thehost churches are following up the families.The foundation of our relief ministry is Gala-tians 6:9-10. We do this vital ministry of compas-sion in the name of Jesus Christ but we don’t forcepeople to listen to the Gospel or manipulate theminto trusting Christ. We simply say to people Jesusloves them therefore we do too and that’s why wegenuinely care for them. Many respond to Christand I know of at least three churches in recentyears that have been planted as a direct result ofthis ministry.
We’ve been to CampIn July and August we had evangelistic camps for15-18 year old street boys and girls from aroundMetro Manila at Camp Jabez located about twohours south of Manila. The campswere done in co-operationwith several partner churches and agen-cies who work with street kids so they’ve been ahuge boost to their ministries and great for build-ing partnerships among everyone. We speciJicallytargeted the older street kids since very few min-ister to them because they’re glue and solvent snif-fers, thieves, hard-headed and don’t listen,trouble-makers, sexually active, not adoptable orcute and too old for the typical center-type min-
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Prayer List BookmarkTear off this portion fromthe newsletter and use itas a prayer reminderduring this quarter.
Prayer Requests• Beseech the Lord of theharvest for more labor-ers and senders, espe-cially administrators• Planning and fundingfor our evangelisticChristmas parties• Ongoing follow up ofcampers• Amos’ new job andsearch for housing inPasadena, CA• Micah as she joins AC-TION, raises supportand seeks God’s assign-ment
Praises• Micah’s safe returnfrom her deployment• Amos’ graduation fromCaltech and his new job• Travel funds for our re-cent trip to the US andMary Ann’s IC expenses•20 boxes of food fromFeed My Starving Chil-dren arrived and moreon the way•Three boxes of Gallon ofCare packs of schoolsupplies arrived
For updates, visit
www.jeffmaryann.com

istry. However they’re like any other young personand they really enjoyed the fresh cooler air, lots ofspace to play, the greenery, unmolested refreshingsleep in a real bed, plenty of water for showers andwashing clothes, arts and crafts, making newfriends, daily chapel sessions where they learnednew songs and heard messages from the Bible,daily cabin Bible devotions, one-on-one time withtheir counselors and of course lots of good food. Ithink the kids, and some of the counselors, had hal-low legs because they really put away the chow!!We Jigure 30 kilos of rice was consumed at eachmeal plus fresh veggies, a protein like fresh Jish orchicken, fruit and two snacks mid morning and af-ternoon. This simply shows me just how hungrypeople are. We don’t want to skimp on food sowhile we Jill stomachswith body building nutritionwe’re Jilling hearts and minds with God’s soul sat-isfying food—the eternal Word of God. Now thechurches and agencies who recruited theircampers are doing the long-haul follow-up andwewould appreciate your prayer.The July 21-24 camp’s themewas “Youth, Listen,Stand Firm and be Fruitful” taken from Isaiah 55:3.We had eight churches and two agencies partici-pate who recruited 53 campers 49 of which indi-cated they turned from sin to the Savior. TheAugust 18-21 camp theme, “Being a Good Exam-ple,” was taken from 1 Timothy 4:12. We had twochurches and four agencies participate who re-cruited 50 street kids with 41 indicating theytrusted Christ as their personal Savior. The aver-age cost for each camp was $2300 US.I’ve realized I don’t have the youthful energy Iused to have but the Jire still burns deep in my gutfor these kids. Their stories are heartbreaking butmy-oh-my, do they respond to the genuine care oftheir counselors and the love of God.BeckyMajamof ACTIONwrote the following tes-timonies after the July camp: “During the orienta-tion time the Jirst day when we started singing Inoticed a boy behindme and I heard him say to an-other camper, ‘Wow this is what I’m looking for. Isense there’s something special that’s going to hap-pen to me and my sister!’ From that day through-out the camp I watched them and they reallyenjoyed each activity. They participated in all the

activities, made many friends and really paid at-tention to the speakers. Because of his commentsthe Jirst day I asked him why he thinks somethingspecial was going to happen to him. He respondedby saying they’re from a broken family becausetheir parents recently separated and are now in dif-ferent relationships. The three siblings are nowbeing cared for by their grandmother who sellsvegetables on the street and isn’t able to send themto school so they dropped out. The kids now workas junk collectors to earn a little money for theirdaily needs. The last day of camp when we hadsome free time I again asked him if anything specialhappened to him and he said with tears in his eyes‘I found Jesus. I thought I was hopeless because ofmy family problems but I’m happy now that I havea personal relationship with the Lord. He will bemy Helper and my Father. I know that Jesus willhelp us and I trust Him!’ He also said he cannot re-member another time in his life when he had somuch fun playing and laughing with other kids.“A Jirst time counselor said she’s very thankfulthat her churchwas able to join the camp and bringsix campers. She enjoyed her responsibilities andlearned a lot about dealingwith street kids and saidshe cried when a boy told her he was very thankfulto her for bringing him to campbecause all the coun-selors showed him love and concern. She felt amotherly kind of love for the boy because shelearned he comes from a broken family. She’s gladACTIONhas thisministry for needy childrenbecausethey’re neglected and wounded and need to knowthe love of God and the Good News of salvation.”
More testimonies:1. Marco: I admit before camp I was involved in ahold-up gang. We held up jeepneys and stolecars and I did this because I come from a verypoor family. We couldn’t afford to buy food so Igot involved in crime. I’m glad I met the LordJesus and that He loves me despite my back-ground and I’ll never do this stuff again. I prom-ised the Lord I’ll become active in my churchand attend Bible studies.2. Billy: I enjoyed our group discussions becausewe studied the Bible. To be honest this is theJirst time for me to hold, read and discuss God’sWord. The Word of God is amazing because it’slike He’s talking to me!3. Ronald: I was released from a youth center lastweek when a pastor met me and invited me tocamp. I had a bad experience at the center be-cause I was beat up by the older kids and I hada skin rash which wasn’t treated. But at campthe medical staff treated me well and the otherstaff mademe feel special. I’m going to sharemyexperiencewithmy parents becausemymom isright. She always told us about Jesus and askedus to give our lives to Him. I’m sure she’ll be gladto know that I committed my life to Jesus.

Isaiah 58:10 “And if you
give yourself to the

hungry, and satisfy the
desire of the afflicted,
then your light will rise

in the darkness and
your gloom will become

like midday.”

Acts 10:38 “You know of
Jesus of Nazareth, how
God anointed Him with
the Holy Spirit and with
power, and how He went
about doing good, and
healing all who were

oppressed by the devil;
for God was with Him.”

Romans 5:5b “the love
of God has been poured

out within our hearts
through the Holy Spirit
who was given to us.”

*All scripture taken from NASB
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